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Key Stage 4 Teacher Notes – Election! Britain Votes
Many of the activities will work with students working individually, in pairs and in small groups. There are six activities which focus on each section of the exhibition. There is also a floor plan which shows which sections correspond to the activities. 
We would suggest that the class be divided into smaller groups and start with different activities, sharing your created work with each other at the end of your visit. 
Several activities could be recorded on by video, audio or by photograph. Feel free to do this and use the recorded material as a stimulus for writing or other work in the classroom after your visit.
Around the gallery there are several discussion questions. It may be useful to conduct small debates at each of these points. 

1. Voting: What’s the point? 
1. A) Allow students to read Russell Brand’s statement about democracy. Ask why they think he might feel this way? Now look at the Forms of Government section of the gallery. How is democracy defined here? 

Do you agree or disagree with Russell Brand’s statement? Split your group into ‘agree’ and ‘disagree.’ Discuss why you think this is the case and then express what you think using the ‘vote stick.’ 

B) Many people choose not to vote in the election and have many reasons for doing this. Highlight some of these reasons on the display. Now pose the question – ‘Is there any point in voting?’ Staying in your groups of agree/disagree, play ‘argument tennis’. Line each group up facing one another. State reasons one at a time back and forth both for and against voting. 
EXT: When you have finished exploring the gallery, come back to this point and see if the students’ opinions have changed. Try repeating the activity to see how the group’s opinions changed. 
2. Who can vote? 

Try playing the game on the display as a group to work out who is allowed to vote in the general election and who is not. Then have a look at the discussion point below:

‘Should people be allowed to vote at the age of 16?’

Split into two groups and give each group a card explaining some of the possible advantages and disadvantages of lowering the voting age to 16. 

Give each group a few minutes to read over their information and develop a short presentation stating why they think it would be a good or bad idea to lower the voting age. After each group has spoken, allow the other group time to pose questions to the group that has spoken.
Encourage the students to think of how they can justify their answers, use anecdotal evidence to support their arguments and think of how to answer any counter-arguments to their ideas. 
Extension: Film the speeches and questions taking place and play to the class back at school. You could develop this into a whole class ‘Question Time’ to explore this theme in more depth. 

3. Election Top Trumps

Election Top Trumps – Split students into groups of 3. Explain the rules to the group before they start. 

· One player will act as the ‘public’ while the other two players will be representing a political party presenting arguments to get their vote. 
· ‘Public’ player gives out the two cards from the same election year. Give party players a minute to read through the information card of the party/leader they have been given. 
· Each player will state why they think the ‘public’ player should vote for them and at the end, the public player will decide who they would vote for. 
· Check to see if the result you picked was the result in real life. If not, why not?

EXT: Use the blank cards to create some of your own cards for the upcoming election. Use the information in the middle section of the exhibition to help. 

4. Political Party Broadcast
Split the students into 2 groups and give each group the letter from Harold Wilson. Explain that they will be creating a political party broadcast advert for the Labour party ahead of the 1974 election. Give groups an information card explaining some of the background to the Miner’s strikes and Edward Heath’s three-day working week. 
Ask the groups to create an advert for the Labour party, using drama to highlight some of the issues at the time that will persuade the public to vote for them. 
EXT: Record these adverts on a tablet/camera and use as a stimulus to explore the use of propaganda back in the classroom? 
5. Hot Seating
Split students into groups of 3. Give the students a scenario card of a voter from 1945 and ask them to read the card as a group. Imagine what it must have felt like from that person’s perspective. Discuss it as a group. Have one student play the role of that person and other members of the group ask questions to explore how that person may have felt at the time. 

Show the other groups this improvised performance. 

Extension: Read the card with the ‘Curator’s Comment’ with the group explaining the reasons the public voted Labour into power. Discuss these reasons with the group. Do they think the public were right or wrong to vote this way? 
6. Tableau/Frozen Pictures
Give students a card representing an election scenario. Ask students to read their scenario cards and create a set of 4 freeze frames using their bodies to express what is happening at each stage of their scenario. At this point you could also use the clothing box and 10 Downing Street door in the middle section of the exhibition to help the students with the freeze frames. 
Show these to the rest of the group their freeze frames, with each frame lasting for around 10 seconds. Discuss what each other these freeze frames may represent. 
Extension: You could take photos of the freeze frames your group make and share them with us on Twitter - @PHMMcr.
7. 1959 Election Speech
Divide the students into 3 groups and assign each one a political party: Liberal, Labour and Conservative. Provide each party with an activity card containing the party’s manifesto and some helpful images so they can prepare an election speech. A spokesperson should be elected to deliver the speech to the rest of the group. Give the students the opportunity to give feedback on one another’s speeches.
Extension: Video the speeches taking place and show the rest of the class back in the classroom. Hold a mock general election depending on who was the most persuasive.  

Curriculum Links

History
AQA Spec A

Unit 1A: Medicine Through Time

Part 3: Public Health

Public Health since c1900

• Liberal Social Reforms: measures, causes and consequences

• Public health problems between the wars; social conditions, poverty and housing; attempted solutions

• The National Health Service: measures, causes and consequences

• Improved public health in the late 20th Century: issues and actions.

Unit 1B: Media and Mass Communication Through Time
Controlling the Mass Media and Mass Communication in the 20th Century, c1900–present day

• The Mass Media in times of national crisis: the Boer War, the First World War, the General Strike, the Second World War, the Vietnam War, the ‘Troubles’ in Northern Ireland, the Falklands campaign, the Gulf Wars

• The manipulation of the media by individuals and organisations: political parties, interest groups, business and politicians

AQA Spec B

Historical Enquiry: Content

GCSE History B for certification in 2015 onwards 
3. Britain and the Aftermath of War

Key questions:

To what extent did Britain face similar problems in the aftermath of the First and Second World Wars? How far did the reconstruction of Britain in the 1920s and 1930s, and the late 1940s and 1950s change Britain?

• Economic and social problems in post-war Britain: industrial and financial decline, the housing shortage, the General Strike, the Depression (1920s, 1930s), ‘divided Britain’ – prosperous and depressed areas; industrial dislocation and financial debt, the food and housing crisis, the continuance of rationing (1940s)

• Government intervention to deal with industrial unrest (1920s); ‘homes fit for heroes to live in’, government action in the Depression (1930s)

• Reconstruction: the Welfare State, Education and Nationalisation (1940s) and their impact in the 1950s.

4. The Changing Role and Status of Women in Britain since 1900

Key questions:

To what extent did women achieve a greater equality of status throughout the 20th century?

To what extent did the two world wars change the status of women in Britain?

• Position and status of women before the First World War; suffragists and suffragettes

• The roles of women in the two World Wars; the impact of the First World War and of the Second World War on the status of women

• Post-war legislation to promote equality for women and the status of women by the beginning of the 21st Century

Edexcel
Option 3A War and the transformation of British society c1903–28

All key topics must be taught

Key Topic 1 The Liberals, votes for women and social reform c1903–14

• The activities of the women’s societies and the reaction of the authorities.

• Children’s welfare measures, old age pensions.

• Labour Exchanges 1909, the National Insurance Act 1911.

Amplification of content
The political position of women in 1903, the activities of the three women’s societies: the NUWSS, the WFL and the WSPU, including the tactics of militant protest. The reactions of the authorities to militancy and protest including forced feeding and the ‘Cat and Mouse Act’. Children’s welfare measures: the Children’s Charter (1908), the School Meals Act (1906) and Medical Inspection (1907). The reasons for and importance of the Old Age Pensions Act (1908). The Liberal attempts to reduce the effects of unemployment and sickness through the establishment of Labour Exchanges (1909) and the National Insurance Act (1911).
Key Topic 3 The home front and social change 1914–18

• DORA, censorship and propaganda.

• Recruitment and rationing.

• The part played by women. 

Amplification of content

Changes in the role of government brought about by DORA as well as the nature and importance of censorship and propaganda. Various methods of recruitment 1914–16, the reasons for, and impact 

of, conscription 1916–18 and conscientious objectors; the effects of submarine warfare on Britain and the measures brought in by the Government to alleviate this threat. The role of women in the war effort and the impact it had on attitudes to votes for women and female employment.

Option 3B War and the transformation of British society c1931–51

All key topics must be taught

Key Topic 1 The impact of the Depression 1931–39

• The growth of unemployment and the government response.

• The experience of the unemployed.

• Case study: the Jarrow Crusade. 

Amplification of content

The nature and extent of unemployment, regional variations, public spending cuts, 1931, the ‘Dole’ and the Means Test, Special Areas Act (1934), the Unemployment Act (1934). The experience of the unemployed, including the impact on living standards especially in the depressed areas, the Means Test in practice and attempts to influence public opinion. The impact of the Depression on Jarrow, especially shipbuilding, reasons for the march, opposition from the Labour Party and the National Unemployed Workers’ Movement, the marchers and their impact on public opinion, the government response and the importance of the Jarrow Crusade.

Key Topic 2 Britain at war 1939–45 

• The BEF, Dunkirk and Churchill.

• The Battle of Britain.

• D-Day and the defeat of Germany.

Amplification of content

The German invasion of the Low Countries and France, the retreat of the BEF, the importance of Dunkirk and the reasons for British survival, especially the role of Churchill. The reasons for the Battle of Britain, key events, its importance and reasons for British victory. The preparation and organisation for the invasion, the events of D-Day and reasons for its success; the Allied drive to victory, 1944–45, including Arnhem and the Battle of the Bulge and reasons for Germany’s defeat. 
Key Topic 4 Labour in power 1945–51

• Labour comes to power.

• Responding to Beveridge: the attack on ‘want’.

• The NHS.

Amplification of content

The reasons for the Labour election victory of 1945, including party politics, the election campaign and the legacy of wartime attitudes.The recommendations of the Beveridge Report, including the ‘Five Giants’, and its importance. ‘Want’ includes the introduction of family allowances, the 1946 National Insurance Act, 1948 National Assistance Act and their effects on people’s lives

The National Health Act of 1946, opposition from the medical profession, the introduction of the National Health Service in 1948 and its impact in the years 1948–51.25
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 Option 3C The transformation of British society c1951–79 

Key Topic 1 British society and economy in the 1950s: an overview

• The family, education and leisure.

• Employment.

• Immigration.

Amplification of content

Key Topic 2 Education, work and labour relations c1960–79

• Changes in education.

• Changes in employment.

• Labour relations in the 1970s.

Amplification of content

Education in grammar and secondary modern schools; the significance of ‘11 plus’ selection; the growth of comprehensive schooling and its impact; the extent to which educational opportunity changed over the period. Changes in employment and reasons for the growth of unemployment in the 1970s, including the impact of the oil crisis of 1973. Labour relations: problems of inflation and wage control in the 1970s, including the reasons for the three-day week and the Heath government’s conflict with the miners in 1974; the ‘Winter of Discontent’ 1979.

Key Topic 4 Reasons for social change c1960–79

• Changing social attitudes.

• Social divisions and conflicts.

• The changing role of women.
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