Should you
believe
everything
you are told? 
Fake News
Media literacy resource
Suitable for ages 11 - 18
Curriculum links
KS3 & 4 Citizenship
KS3 & 4 History

About this resource
People's History Museum is the home of ideas worth fighting for –
where our radical past can inspire and motivate people to take
action – to shape a future where ideas of democracy, equality,
justice and co-operation are thriving.
We all believe in a thriving society; one where people are engaged,
involved and actively playing their part. As the ‘go to’ place for
democratic engagement we want to help shape this future. We want
to make the world a better place!
Fake News is a new term but not a new phenomenon. Media Literacy
gives you confidence to identify trusted sources of information and
'fake news'. Use critical thinking to question and inquire before
forming your own opinion on a piece of news.
It also encourages us to think about our own media footprint and the
impact we can have on the world when we share news. This can be
a positive thing that allows people from across the world to connect,
inspire and empower each other.
By the end of this activity pack your group will be able to:
Understand the impact fake news can have
Become critical thinkersand confidentially challenge information
provided
Use practical techniques for sharing information online
responsibly
This resource can be used on its own or with the supporting
presentation available here. It should take approximately three hours
to complete. Some of the activities can be set as homework to
reduce the time.
Contains conversations around racism and police violence which
may be challenging for those with lived experience.
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Visit the People's History Museum to support your learning.
www.phm.org.uk/learn
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Introduction

Introduction

Icebreaker

15 minutes

Aim of activity
Use an award winning advert by The Guardian to show that stories
are not always what they seem and that when assumptions are
challenged, new information is revealed.
Step 1 (slide 1)
Ask the group to explain to you the classic children’s story of the
Three Little Pigs.
Step 2
Play this video: Cannes Lion Award-Winning "Three Little Pigs advert"
Then ask the group these questions:
What happened in the video?
What is the point of the video?
Did it make you think differently? How?
The film encourages us to challenge the evidence we have been
presented with. We can see how stereotypes of the pigs and wolf
influence our decisions and how the media can manipulate this.
"This advert ... imagines how we might cover the story of the three
little pigs in print and online. Follow the story from the paper's front
page headline, through a social media discussion and finally to an
unexpected conclusion." The Guardian.
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Introduction

Key terms

15 minutes

Aim of activity
Understand the terminology used to describe elements of
Media Literacy and introduce new concepts the group may not be
aware of.
Step 1 (slide 2 and 3)
Provide definitions for the following terms:
Fact – Something that is proven to be true.
Freedom of speech – The right to express one's opinions
without censorship.
Fake news – False stories that are spread by different sources.
Research – An investigation into different sources to
uncover evidence.
Misinformation – False or inaccurate information from error.
Disinformation – False information that is deliberately intended
to mislead.
Propaganda – Information that is often biased and used to promote
one point of view.
Source – The origin of a piece of information.

If your group could use a little help, print out and cut up the terms
and definitions on the next page for them to match up.
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Fact

Freedom of speech

Something that is
proven to be true.

The right to express
one's opinions without
censorship.

Fake news

False stories that are
spread by different
sources.

Research

An investigation into
different sources to
uncover evidence.

Misinformation

False or inaccurate
information from error.

Disinformation

False information that
is deliberately intended
to mislead.

Propaganda

Information that is often
biased and used to
promote one point of view.

Source

The origin of a piece of
information.
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The power of the press

Peterloo Massacre, 1819

20 minutes

Aim of activity
Use an historical account to understand how in history, limited news
outlets made it hard to know what sources to trust.
Step 1 (slide 4)
Explain that the advert you just saw was made by The Guardian,
which was formed in 1821 in the aftermath of the Peterloo Massacre
of 1819. The image on the next page shows an account of this event.
Find out more by watching this video together (add an additional 10
minutes to your activity time to allow for this).
Today we have a constant stream of information. In the 19th century
there were limited ways of finding out what was happening in the
world. But even then people had to decide which sources to trust.
Step 2 (slide 5)
In small groups look at the two accounts on pages 6 and 9 of the
Peterloo Massacre and discuss the following questions.
Who wrote it?
What are the main points of their argument?
How would you choose which one to believe?
Which of the key terms can you identify in the articles?
Article 1
Calendonian Mercury, Monday August 23 1819
Labour History Archive and Study Centre @ People's History Museum
Article 2
The Gazette, Tuesday 14 September 1819
The Gazette Official Public Record, https://www.thegazette.co.uk/allnotices/content/103360
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Peterloo handkerchief, 1819. Image courtesy of People's History Museum
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Article 1

6

Article 1 transcripts page 1 of 2
EXTRACT OF A LETTER
Manchester, August 17.
Hunt, I understand, was to-day brought up for examination, which was
comprised in the following questions : “Magistrate - Pray, Mr Hunt, what did you come here for?”
“Mr Hunt - Pray, Gentlemen, what am I brought here for?”
Mr Hunt was remanded.
Manchester, August 17.
You will by this time have seen the details communicated by the two
Manchester newspapers of the tragical scene which has been
witnessed in this place. I need not tell you that both the Mercury and
Herald are violently aristocratical, and at all times succumb to the
powers that be. You must not, therefore, pay implicit confidence to their
statements. As to the names of the persons killed, they are correct ; but
with regard to the wounded and mutilated, they fall very far short of the
actual number; and it is with feelings of the deepest anguish and regret
(I had almost said indignation) I learn, that nearly 100 persons more or
less mutilated, (some past all hopes of recovery) were carried to their
respective homes; and if we add to these the number who received
slighter wounds, bruises, and other personal injuries, but not such as to
prevent them from attempting to reach their own homes in the country,
we may fairly calculate the whole number at not less than 400. To
whom, it it may be asked, is this mischief and waste of life to be
ascribed? Hunt and his partizans certainly acted with great folly (to give
it no worse a name), in obstinately preserving to hold their meeting, in
the face of so determined and declared an opposition on the part of
the
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Article 1 transcripts page 2 of 2
Magistrates; but it was too much, when no breach of the peace had
been committed on the part of the reformers, beyond that of their
assembling, to let loose so powerful a military force, to charge
indiscriminately, in all directions, amongst an unarmed defenceless
rabble of men, women, and children, * * * * * * It is not for us to say
on whose head the blood that has been shed will rest: - all I know is,
that, from the line of conduct resolved and acted upon, the
consequences could not be expected to prove less disastrous than
they have; and the only wonder is, that many more lives were not
sacrificed. - Poor Ashworth was shockingly trampled on and
mutilated, and presented a most horrid spectacle.
Manchester, August 18.
We have had a very peaceable day, and, what is better, no
appearance of any fresh disturbance. There is no addition to the
number dead since my last, though it is expected some who are
severely wounded cannot survive.
A serious riot took place last night at Macclesfield. It began by an
attack upon the fly-waggon belonging to Messrs Pickford, of this
town, who had made themselves obnoxious to the reformers, from
suffering a troop of the Manchester yeomanry cavalry to remain in
the yard of their establishment, which is near St Peter’s Church, un-
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Article 2
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Article 2 transcripts page 1 of 3
Dumb. 17516. [ 1641 ]
The London Gazette.
Published by Authority.
Tuesday, September 14, 1819.
By His Royal Highness the PRINCE of WALES, REGENT of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, in the Name and on the Behalf
of His Majesty,
A PROCLAMATION.
GEORGE. P. R,
WHEREAS in divers parts of Great Britain, meetings of large numbers of
His Majesty’s subjects have been held upon the requisition of persons
who, or some of whom, have, together with others, by seditious and
treasonable speeches addressed to the persons assembled,
endeavoured to bring into hatred and contempt the Government
and Constitution established in this realm, and particularly the
Commons House of Parliament, and to excite disobedience to the
laws and insurrection against His Majesty’s authority:
And whereas it hath been represented unto Us, that at one of such
meetings the persons there assembled, in gross violation of the law
did attempt to constitute and appoint, and did, as much as in them
lay, constitute and appoint a person then nominated, to sit in their
name and on their behalf in the Commons House of Parliament ; and
there is reason to believe that other meetings are about to be held
for the like unlawful purpose:
And whereas many wicked and seditious writings have been printed,
published, and industriously circulated, tending to promote the
several purposes aforesaid, and to raise groundless jealousies and
discontents in the minds of His Majesty’s faithful and loyal subjects:
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Article 2 transcripts page 2 of 3
And whereas We have been further given to understand, that, with a
view of the better enabling themselves to carry into effect the wicked
purposes aforesaid, in some parts of the kingdom, men,
clandestinely and unlawfully assembled, have practised military
training and exercise:
And whereas the welfare and happiness of this Kingdom do, under
Divine Providence, chiefly depend upon a due submission to the
laws, a just reliance on the integrity and wisdom of Parliament, and a
steady perseverance in that attachment to the Government and
Constitution of the Realm, which has ever prevailed in the minds of
the people thereof; and whereas there is nothing which We so
earnestly wish as to preserve the public peace and prosperity, and to
secure to all His Majesty’s liege subjects the entire enjoyment of their
rights and liberties:
We, therefore, being resolved to prepress the wicked, seditious, and
treasonable practices aforesaid, have thought fit, in the name and
on the behalf of His Majesty, and by and with the advice of His
Majesty’s Privy Council, to issue this Our Royal Proclamation, solemnly
warning all His Majesty’s liege subjects to guard against every
attempt to overthrow the law, and to subvert the Government so
happily established within this Realm, and to abstain from every
measure inconsistent with the peace and good order of society, and
earnestly exhorting them at all times, and to the utmost of their
power, to avoid and discountenance all proceedings tending to
produce the evil effects above described:
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Article 2 transcripts page 3 of 3
And We do strictly enjoin all His Majesty’s loving subjects to forbear
from the practice of all such military training and exercise as
aforesaid, as they shall answer the contrary thereof at their peril.
And We do charge and command all Sheriffs, Justices of the Peace,
Chief Magistrates of Cities, Boroughs, and Corporations, and all other
Magistrates throughout Great Britain, that they do, within their
respective jurisdictions, make diligent enquiry in order to discover
and bring to justice the authors and printers of such wicked and
seditious writings as aforesaid, and all who shall circulate the same;
and that they do use their best endeavours to bring to justice all
persons who have been or may be guilty of uttering seditious
speeches and harangues, and all persons concerned in any riots or
unlawful assemblies, which on whatever pretext they may be
grounded, are not only contrary to law but dangerous to the most
important interests of the kingdom.
Given at the Court at Carlton-House, this thirtieth day of July one
thousand eight hundred and nineteen, and in the fifty-ninth year of
His Majesty’s reign.
GOD save the KING.
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The power of the press

Six Acts, 1819

15 minutes

Aim of activity
Examine how freedom of the press was threatened in the aftermath of
the Peterloo Massacre.
Step 1 (slide 6)
Explain that the Six Acts were introduced after the Peterloo Massacre
to limit the powers of the press and stop reform meetings from
happening.
This included:
Banning gatherings of more than 50 people without official
permission.
Harsher punishments for publications classed as blasphemous or
seditious. This could include transportation.
Taxes on publications that focus on opinion pieces. Prior to this
only articles classed as news outlets had to pay these taxes.
Step 2
Discuss together what you think the impact of these restrictions could
be?
Gatherings: harder to spread ideas and organise reform meetings.
Punishments: people are deterred from speaking out against the
government.
Taxes: Poorer communities would be unable to buy publications
that helped to educate them on important issues.
Step 3
Explain that many braved the oppressive Six Acts to express their
anger in print. The radical press played an important role in keeping
the reform movement going. The attempt to silence government critics
only encouraged journalists to develop inventive new ways of
conveying the message of reform.
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Step 3 (slide 7)
Look at the image of the top of the Poor Man's Guardian paper on the
next page.
The Poor Man's Guardian was founded to educate the working
classes on their rights and encourage them to work to improve them,
particularly in regards to universal suffrage (getting the vote) and
working conditions.
It refused to pay the governments expensive stamp duty (taxes) and
would report on issues deemed 'seditious' or 'blasphemous'.
Individuals took great risks to ensure the truth was told. How can you
tell this from the image of the paper?
The motto declares 'Knowledge is Power' and 'Liberty of the Press'
showing their aim to empower their readers.
It states 500 venders were imprisoned for selling the papers,
showing that it was not just the editors and authors who were at
risk but shop owners too.
It took three and a half years in court before it was declared 'A
Strictly Legal Publication'.
Step 4
Conclude that throughout the 19th century new papers were forming,
challenging the laws that tried to control what the media printed.
Today these freedoms are protected in law, but we still face
challenges that make it difficult to know what news outlets to trust.

14

The motto on the right hand side says 'Knowledge is Power'.
In the centre of the motto is an image of a printing press with a
message saying 'Liberty of the Press'.

The paper's summary reads:
The Poor Man's Guardian,
A Weekly Paper for the People
This Paper (after sustaining a Government persecution of three years
and a half duration, in which upwards of 500 persons were unjustly
imprisoned, and cruelly treated for vending it) was, on the Trail of an
Ex-Officio Information filed by
His Majesty's Attorney-General against Henry Hetherington,
In the Court of Exchequer,
Before Lord Lyndhurst and a Special Jury,
Declared to be
A Strictly Legal Publication.

The Poor Man's Guardian, article 163, 20 July 1831.
Image courtesy of Labour History Archive & Study Centre @
People's History Museum
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Trusted sources?

Where is information coming from?

30 minutes

Aim of activity
Establish what the group already know about sources of information.
Step 1 (slide 8)
Ask the group to make a note of as many different sources of
information as they can.
This might include:
newspapers
blogs and websites
television
friends or family
social media posts
government
advertisements
texts and emails
Step 2
Discuss their answers together and place them under one of the
following categories:
sources we trust
sources we do not trust
Discuss the reasons behind the group's decisions and encourage
them to use the terms learnt in the introduction.
Any answer is a matter of opinion and may vary between people. If a
disagreement about an example arises, discuss both sides of the
argument and then vote on which side it should fall under, or if it
could sit under both.
Reflection
We take in a lot of information from a lot of different sources. Some of
these are traditional forms of media that we may feel more able to
identify where their affiliations (connections to a organisation or
cause) lie.
Others may be newer platforms where is it easier for anybody to
share information around the world and it is harder to trace authors
and hold them to account.
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Trusted sources?

Newspapers

15 minutes

Aim of activity
Examine a case study where a newspaper has published
'fake news' and discuss the implications of this.
Step 1 (slide 9)
Find the image of The Sun front page with the headline 'Queen Backs
Brexit' in this article:
Palace complains to watchdog over Sun’s ‘Queen backs Brexit’
claims
Without reading the article, ask the group to look closely at
the image and discuss:
What is the story?
What is the motivation behind this headline?
How might it influence people to vote in the referendum?

QUEEN
BACKS
BREXIT

Step 2 (slide 10)
Explain that before the EU referendum vote in 2016,
many newspapers, including The Sun, ran stories that supported the
campaign for Britain to leave the EU.
Buckingham Palace lodged a complaint about this specific story and
the IPSO (Independent Press Standards Organisation) found the
headline was not justified by the content of the supporting article.
Step 3 (slide 11)
Discuss tips for fact checking newspaper reports.
Read beyond the headlines – these can be misleading to
entice people to read the article.
What affiliations does the newspaper have that may influence
their angle?
Have other websites shared the same story?
Check a newspaper's clarifications and corrections pages online.
Fact check – look for other sources or use independent sites
such as https://fullfact.org/
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Trusted sources?

Photographs

15 minutes

Aim of activity
Examine a case study where a photograph has been digitally edited,
creating 'fake news' and discuss the implications of this.
Step 1 (slide 12)
Find the two images of world leaders linking arms at a march in Paris
against terrorism in 2015 in this article:
Israeli newspaper edits out Angela Merkel from front page on Paris
march
Without reading the article, ask the group to look closely at the
images and discuss:
Spot the difference.
What is the motivation behind altering this photograph?
What message does it give to the viewer?
Step 2 (slide 13)
Explain that in 2015 political world leaders attended a rally in Paris
against terrorism after an attack at the offices of French
magazine, Charlie Hebdo, which left 17 people dead.
In Israel, an ultra-Orthodox Jewish newspaper, Hamevaser, printed
an image of the world leaders, but had digitally removed women
present such as Germany’s Chancellor Angela Merkel.
Step 3 (slide 14)
Discuss tips for fact checking a photograph.
What is the context? 
Are you seeing all the photograph? 
Right click the image and click Google search, you can then
see if there are more of the photos, or if anything else has been
written about it.
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Trusted sources?

Social media

15 minutes

Aim of activity
Examine a case study of a social media post which tweets 'fake
news' and discuss the implications of this.
Step 1 (slide 15)
Find the screenshot of the tweet by 'Texas Lone Star' in this article:
How a Russian 'troll soldier' stirred anger after the Westminster attack.
Without reading the article, ask the group to look closely at the
images and discuss:
What is happening in the photo?
Why do you think this was posted?
What consequences could this story have?
Step 2 (slide 16 and 17)
Explain that after a terror attack on 22 March 2017 on Westminster
Bridge, a fake Twitter account spread 'news' about a Muslim woman.
The account was found to have been generated by a Russian bot accounts often run by computers to influence social media users.
Consider why the individual felt the need to publish the response on
page 23.
Step 3 (slide 18)
Discuss tips for fact checking social media posts:
Tweet – does it have a blue tick? 
What does the person’s profile page say about them?
Do they link to another source?
How to spot a bot:
Look at how many times the account has posted per day. Bots
often generate upwards of 50 posts a day.
Do they post in multiple languages?
Do a Google search on the profile photo.
Do they have a small number of followers, but a large number or
likes and reposts?
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TellMAMA
Measuring Anti-Muslim Attacks
'What the image does not show is that I had talked to other witnesses
to try and find our what was happening, to see if I could be of any
help, even though enough people were at the scene tending to the
victims. I then decided to call my family to say that I was fine and was
making my way home from work, assisting a lady along the way by
helping her get to Waterloo station. My thoughts go out to all the
victims and their families. I would like to thank Jamie Lorriman, the
photographer who took the picture, for speaking to the media in my
defence'.
The Muslim woman on Westminster Bridge
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Helpful tips

Seen a story you want to share?

10 minutes

Aim of activity
Learn practical steps to ensure you are sharing responsibly.
Step 1
Explain that we are all motivated by our feelings.
When we share a story and other people 'like' it, endorphins are
released making us feel good.
The stories that we pay attention to are those that trigger strong
emotions in us, whether that is a positive or negative emotion.
These factors motivate us to share stories without necessarily thinking
of the impact.
Step 2 (slide 19)
Explain these three steps will help you to think about what you are
sharing and the impact it might have. Ask the group to act out the
actions as you do.
Pause. Turn your head away from the screen or paper
Think. What am I feeling?
Why do you feel you need to share the content? Will it help
people or encourage negative behaviour?
Say. Name the feeling to yourself out loud
When we say things out loud it helps us process our emotions.
Does it make you happy, sad, hopefully, angry?
Question. What are the consequences of sharing?
When we share a story we then become a source of that story,
contributing whatever happens as a consequence of it. By taking
the time to think about what we are doing we can ensure we are
sharing news responsibly.
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Discussion

Should fake news be banned?

30 minutes

Aim of activity
Using the knowledge gained from this resource, discuss the place of
fake news in society.
Step 1
Explain that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was created
after World War II to ensure that the abuses against human rights, as
seen in the Holocaust, would not be repeated. It outlines the things
every human needs to be happy, healthy and safe.
Ask the group for examples of human rights. this might include the
right to:
an education
a home
take part in politics

safety
not be discriminated against
be a part of a community

Explain that one of our human rights is:
"Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression, and
to seek, receive and impart information through any media
and regardless of frontiers"
Step 2 (slide 20)
Discuss the question: Should fake news be banned?
Consider:
What impact can fake news have on society?
Is it better to shield people from fake news or educate them about
it?
What other human rights might be in danger because of fake
news?
Find out more about the Declaration of Human Rights here.
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