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Stitch a May Day ribbon in support of
key workers

A monthly textile workshop by People's History Museum (PHM) and
artist Helen Mather. Learn new techniques and discuss the issues
that matter to you.

This resource introduces some of the ideas and tfechniques that will
e explored during the online workshop on Saturday 30th April 2022.
Use it to prepare for the workshop or as inspiration for your own
textile projects.
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Inspiration

Following on from previous workshops where have explored Migration
themes, this month we are looking at how people who have migrated
to the UK are valued, including the over representafion of migrant
workers in key worker positions. We will be taking inspiration from The
Workers Union - Holloway Branch banner, 1920s, in the museum's 2022
Banner Exhibition.

Front of banner Reverse of banner

The Workers Union - Holloway Branch banner, 1920s, Image courtesy of People's History Museum

The Workers Union was formed on May Day 1898. It was one of several
general workers' unions that sought to organise semi-skilled and
unskilled workers. Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic the term
essential or key worker has been used to describe the people who
keep everyone safe, fed and able to continue their day to day lives.

A large proportion of key worker jobbs are done by people who have
migrated to the UK. As we approach May Day also known as
International Workers’” Day, we celebrate those who have worked
through the most challenging fimes, acknowledging the risks that they
were exposed to, and highlighting the wage inequalities and workers’
rights needed for our essential workers.
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https://phm.org.uk/exhibitions/2022-banner-exhibition/

Bqnner description

What will we be making?
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Prepare

If you have time before the online workshop you might want to:
. Consider what message you want to stitch onfo your ribbon.

. Use the links below to find out more about May Day, the experience
of key workers, the stitching fechnique in this activity and the
displays at the museum that inspired this activity.

Read about May Day
« What is May Day?
« Read and watch about May bush tradifion in Ireland
. Read the Guardian 2009 article, May Day is not about maypoles the
history of infernational workers' day

Key Workers
- Find out about the Key Worker poster designed by Craig Oldham in
April 2020
. Read the Centre for Progressive Policy report on key workers
- Read PHM's blog post by researcher Dr Shirin Hirsch From "unskilled’
to ‘essential’ |_histories of migrant workers in PHM's collection

Wartch the No-knof stitching_technigues

Read Textile Artist Seleena Laverne Daye's blog post about the
significance of banners in the fight for change and what visitors can
expect from the new 2022 Banner Exhibition
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/May_Day
https://www.rte.ie/culture/2019/0430/1046522-may-day-alert-bringing-the-may-bush-tradition-back-to-life/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2012/may/01/may-day-history-international-workers-day
https://www.creativeboom.com/news/craig-oldham-key-workers/
https://www.progressive-policy.net/press-releases/press-release-pay-key-workers-up-to-1-200-for-risking-their-lives-during-pandemic-argues-cpp
https://phm.org.uk/blogposts/from-unskilled-to-essential-histories-of-migrant-workers-in-phms-collection/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QTZZ8rpYcf8
https://phm.org.uk/blogposts/the-art-of-banners/
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Draft your message

1 Decide what message you
want fo stitch on your riblbbons
for May Day. It might be a
message of celebration,
thanks, protest or support.

2 Choose how many riblbons you
want to use and how to split your
message over them. Here we
wrote the letfters from bottom to
top so we knew we could fit the
words on. You might want to
think about how easy they will be
to read wherever you decide to
fie them.

3 Write your message onto the
riblbbon or strips of fabric you
are using. This can be done
with a pen (biros are better
than fineliners), pencil,
erasable marking pen or
however you prefer to tfransfer
marks onto fabric.
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Stitch your message
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Secure your stitch without using a knot

\
N
...///////////
N//%ﬂ/// A\
v w,»/.,// V
L NINR

1LI A
AR

k it
b
|E.ly,\l‘|\‘yl.|.“\<|‘( §

R
e
/////ﬂ;/w.ﬂ/,/W/Wﬂ/ﬂ/.V/ ’
N -

N
N
A

3 N R
R ﬂv#ﬁ/W//ﬂﬂ///
.jl/uﬂ/% //ﬂ/ //N/f/ﬂ” \
ST




g

0
W
LR
;\f'}\\‘i‘\':.‘\ \
n \\\,‘\‘ \
, \\‘ \
\

0
i

Page 8 of 11



Finish off your letter
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Display and share your riblbbons

When you have finished stitching your ribbons, choose
where you would like to display them - tied on a tree, plant
or bush? Take a photo and share on social media or with
us at Fabric of Profest by emailing learning@phm.org.uk.
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Join us on Zoom fo get creativel

If you would like to join artist Helen Mather and

others to stitch, chat and share ideas inspired

by this resource,_book onto the online Zoom ( ) .
workshop. W

*r
Don't forget to bring a cuppa! +i
@"@ /

This month we'll be online on

Saturday 30th April ‘l ~
2.00pm - 3.30pm. u v

Share what you have created

We would love to see what you have created!

If you use social media, please share photos of
your creations using #FabricOfProtest

g @PHMMcr

@ Or if you prefer you can email a -
‘ photo of your creation 1o I@, phmmer

learning@phm.org.uk.
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https://phm.org.uk/events_new/fabric-of-protest-online/sat-30-april-2022-2-00pm-3-30pm/
https://phm.org.uk/events_new/fabric-of-protest-online/sat-30-october-2-00pm-3-30pm/

